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My life inside a triangle (XAM<) Alex Nissanka

Wish you a very Happy New Year to all my wonderful
Friends at the Minoh — Hutt Friendship Club.
| was born & raised in the Island country of Sri Lanka.
Received my technical & managerial training in the island country of Japan. Now
enjoying retirement in the island country of New Zealand. Hence | feel that my life is
embedded inside a triangle formed by the values & friendship of these three beautiful
island nations.

Let me turn the clock backwards for 50 years.
The simple equation will be 2022 — 50 = 1972. ;

1972 was a turning point of my life, when my company Ceylon Ceramics Corporation mformed me that | have
been selected to go to Japan, to learn Ceramic technology under Noritake Company in Nagoya. | was delighted very
much. | was young man of 25. Fifty years ago not very many people spoke English in Japan. So we were given five
weeks to learn spoken Japanese at the Chubu Kenshu Centre Nagoya. Z & - 1= desu ne

But it was ok, teacher and the students worked hard after five weeks | was able to speak very basic Japanese. The
Japanese people, even strangers became very happy and helpful when they noted that we were making an effort to
learn the language of the land. Our friendship with the Japanese people was blossoming into a beautiful flower like
the Cherry Blossom &< 5. _

After migrating to New Zealand 33 years ago, | settled in Wellington — Lower Hutt ;
area. | missed Japanese activities for some time, but fortunately discovered the Hutt =
Minoh club and became a member. '

Hutt Minoh
Friendship House

Sakura branch in full bloom to signify the wonderful friendship between the two coun- =
tries. All were very happy about it. T

When there is lot of unrest in the world, in order to foster world peace and friendship, the sister city activities are
doing a valuable service. | wish to thank and appreciate the good work done by the Minoh Hutt Friendship Club,
Especially for the wonderful friendly hospitality extended by all of you during the Lower Hutt Mayoral Delegation’s visit

| was given a task to create a conspicuous signboard at the entrance to the Hutt Minoh
House at normandale Lower Hutt. With help of a graphic artist and a sheet metal

to Minoh during 2015, and the warm friendly home stay extended to me by Yoshie san & Keiko san and their fami-
lies.

company | managed to create our sigh board. | used the large rising red sun to intro-
duce Japan the waving New Zealand flag (in the windy Wellington) and a beautiful

5
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