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My Japan

It has been just under 4 years since | left New Zealand to start

Ryan Dempsey

a new life in Japan and whilst | may have initially been a bit
worried about living by myself for the first time ever, | feel like
I have matured a lot as a person since coming here.

In an effort to better adapt to life in Japan, | have been using
every chance | can get to study and practice Japanese.
Whether it's asking questions to store attendants or just
talking with my co-workers, | find that every conversation
helps me to slightly better under-

stand Japanese and Japanese culture.

Being a huge history nerd, one of my
favourite things to do since arriving in
Japan, is travel around the country
visiting different shrines, temples,
andmuseums. | have always loved
learning history and the fact that it is ;
so easy to access historical informa-  Ryan Dempsey

tion here makes me incredibly happy. Whenever | travel, |
always make sure to research any shrines or museums that |
may be staying near, and | always carry my stamp book, so |
can keep a memory of every shrine and temple that | have
visited.

While there are times that | miss New Zealand, | am glad that |
decided to come to Japan. | have met old friends, made new
friends, and been able to do the things that make
me truly happy such as, participate in martial arts
(Karate and Judo), teach English to both Elementa-
ry and Middle school students, and learn more
about Japanese history.

I wouldn't change these experiences for anything
else in the world and am looking forward to what
the future has in store for me.
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Happy Challenge

When | moved to Minoh | didn’t know anyone. | was both nervous and excited about moving
to Osaka, but honestly, | didn't know what to expect. Would | make friends? Would | get on
with my coworkers? Would | like the city? The unknown was a bit intimidating, but | looked

forward to the challenge.

Once | arrived in Minoh and settled into a rhythm, | realised how lucky | was. | got to work
with wonderful people and over time built a solid community of friends. | figured out where
things were and stopped relying on maps, Minoh became familiar, it became home. It also
resembled my home in New Zealand in some ways, being nestled at the bottom of forested

hills.

A highlight of my time in Minoh is the people | got to meet. | spent time with people from the

Zea Rose

Zea Rose
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Hutt Club, Tomo no Kai, MAFGA’s Comm Cafe and learned a lot from my time with all of

them. | also traipsed all over Minoh, | went to Katsuoji, yuzu picking in Todoromi, vege farms

in Saito, to a mini tea ceremony at Saikoji, cooked at Comm Café, and wandered up the path iy CiF

to the waterfall more times than | can count. | saw wild monkeys for the first time, they were L */ P RN

a lot bigger than | imagined!

| received a lot of care and kindness from people in Minoh, | hope that | was able to give just

as much.

ALT Assistant Language Teacher (4} E:E#5&E8hF)
CIR  Coordinator for International Relations (EERFHE)
ALT £[RIC< JET programme  (The Japan Exchange and Teaching Programme) DAD 1D
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What | think about coming to Minoh from NZ(Wellington).

Kent Morris
My name is Kent Morris and | am from Wellington, New Zealand.

As of 2021, | was fortunate to be given the opportunity to travel to Minoh, explore Japanese
culture, and teach English as an Assistant Language Teacher through the JET program.

It has been one month since | arrived in Minoh city, but already I've been emerged with
splendors beyond my expectations. Only 4 km from my apartment, | walked to the Minoh
falls where | was surrounded by a refreshing green forest and red maple trees. Along the
way, | was able to see various stores, historical temples, and even the wildlife and monkeys.

Kent Morris I think Minoh city is a fantastic place, and I've realized there are a lot of similarities with my
TEIAIHLALTEL CREDICEESN hometown. | am still able to take a small walk to see beautiful scenic nature while in the

convenience of a big city. Like in Wellington, there is a strong sense of community with
many exciting events and festivals that we are encouraged to participate in. One thing |
won't miss about Wellington will be the weather. For once it is nice to escape the Wet Windy
Wellington, and enjoy the warm summers and winter snow Japan has to offer. It is nearing
Christmas, and although | will miss spending the Christmas summer and barbeques with my

family and friends in Wellington, I'm sure | will find many new friends among the amazing
community we have in Minoh City.
| am always ready for a new challenge, and | am excited for what is yet to come.
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