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My Japan Marsh Barrett
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| have been in Japan for a little over a year, and have learned many things since REFESOVITRIEL T OV TBYET,
leaving home. Before | came to Japan | prepared myself for all of the cultural - '
differences | would have to face, but the most delightful and surprising thing |
keep discovering about Japan is how similar we all are.

Beyond eating different foods, having different tastes, and (of course) speaking

different languages etc. | have found beyond all of these cultural differences is just
people living their lives. People capable of happiness, sadness, fear, anger, and -
most importantly - kindness. Discovering this after reading about Japan in books,
seeing it on TV or in movies for all these years has been such a wonderful surprise.

| have been gone for quite some time, and | miss New Zealand every day. But meeting
people in Japan - like the members of the Hutt Minoh Club - remind me that
although culturally we are all different, kindness is a value that we all share no
matter where we are in the world. Knowing this after being so far away from home,
makes me feel as if | never left.

I hope | can stay here longer and learn more about Japan!

ONZEE
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The Year In Lower Hutt Leo Austin @Qfgﬁgg?gﬁﬁgﬁ%irh—é}gugc—;\

In August this year two teachers from Minoh, Anna Mukai and Hiroko Yabe, visited Lower Hutt as part of
the teacher exchange programme. They both enjoyed the time spent in Lower Hutt schools and the
opportunities to interact with students, teach them Japanese language and origami, and talk to them
about Minoh City and Japanese culture.

In November, Hutt Japan Day 2019 was held. This successful event was organised by the Hutt Minoh

House Friendship Trust and attracted a crowd of between 4,000 and 5,0 0 O people. We were very
1 fortunate this year to have the presence of twelve performers from the Japan Research Institute for the
Traditional Art of Japan. Their visit was kindly arranged by the Japanese Ambassador to New Zealand, His
Excellency Hiroyasu Kobayashi. The visitors demonstrated calligraphy, tea ceremony, koto, and tradition-
al dance before very appreciative audiences. In addition to our distinguished visitors, local enthusiasts
also demonstrated Taiko drumming, children and adult’s Koten dance, Kendo, laido, aikido, tea ceremo-
ny, Japanese hairdressing and kimono modelling.

In October, local body elections were held in New Zealand, and RayWalace,whohad been Mayor of Lower Hutt for the last nine
years, was replaced by Campbell Barry, who became New Zealand’s youngest mayor. Following the elections, the Japanese
Ambassador to New Zealand paid a courtesy visit to the new Mayor and expressed his wish for Lower Hutt's relationship with
Japan to continue to grow.

In closing, we in Lower Hutt greatly appreciate the work the Hutt Club does to promote Kiwi culture in Minoh and enjoy our
monthly Skype chats with them.
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Howlcametollve in Minoh (Part2) michelle Gibson
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Well, it is nearly one year since | wrote my first article. At that time | was still living in Minoh, work- F'
ing asan ALT at Todoromi School. I lived in Minoh from August 2 018-August 201 9.lhave been |

back in New Zealand for 4 months and love being back with my family and friends, but | am still g
missing my Japanese lifestyle, my students, and all of my many Japanese friends. | was very sad to
leave Minoh and Japan, as it had become my second home.

Since being back, | have been involved with some Japanese events. In November | worked at the

Hutt Japan Day. It was a very successful event, celebrating our sister city relationship with Minoh.
I have recently joined the board of the Hutt Minoh House Friendship Trust. | have also participated in some events for returned
JETs. Julia and | celebrated Hanami under the blossom trees in Wellington. | also entered a Japanese photo competition and
won first prize for a photo of me with a snow monkey! | have only participated in one skype session with Minoh as | have been
travelling around the country during the weekends, to visit my extended family and friends.| have a wonderful job working
with some beautiful babies and young children.

A few of my ALT friends in Minoh are coming to New Zealand for the Christmas holidays (4NZ JETs and 2 American JETs),
so | am very excited about seeing them.

Here are a few highlights of my time in Japan.
I V|S|ted H|rosh|ma Mt.Fuji, Nagano, Jigokudani Snow Monkey Park, Okinawa, Nabari (Mie),Goza Beach in Ise-Shima, Kyoto,

) . -y, Nara, Kobe, Koyasan, and spent many weekends exploring Osaka. | enjoyed being
part of the Minoh community, helping out at festivals, Eikaiwa classes, and giving
presentations about New Zealand. | was so happy to have my husband and sons
visit in February and my sister in March.

A favourite thing in Minoh, was walking up to |
the beautiful waterfall and hanging out with
my monkey friends. | also loved to go to the
. Onsen, but my very favourite thing was spend-
ing time with my friends.

| wish to thank you all at the Hutt Club for making me so welcome and including me in
your lives. Thank you for the wonderful farewell party and presents. | am planning to
come back within the next 2 years and visit you all. | also want to climb Mt.Fuiji as last time
| visited it was in December, so | will have to come back in summer!

I wish you all a Happy New Year for 2020 and hope to see you on skype next year.
With love and gratitude from Michelle Gibson: Lower Hutt: December 2019
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