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TaKashi’' s Memorial
Walkway in Hutt City
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Those Mystery around Me

When I came to Japan almost two years ago, | will admittedly say that [ knew very little about this
country. While everything in my surroundings was new and different, the thing that I understood the
least was the language. Whether it was the chatter of my students, advertisers calling out in front of
shops and restaurants, or the blare of the TV, when [ first got to Japan, I understood nothing of it.

[n fact, at that time, [ knew so little Japanese that [ didn’t even know how to say “IZV> or “UL\z”.
“What are people talking about?” [ used to wonder to myself. With these perplexing feelings, I launched
myself into my studies of Japanese. [ was so desperate to learn that every new word learned was like a
small clue to understanding that mysterious language I heard all day everyday.

Now that I can generally understand the conversation around me, this mystery has been replaced by
understanding: Japanese people talk about exactly the same things I do.

From shallow topics like food and clothes, to more important matters of education and politics, people
think and talk about the same things over the world. Even though this conclusion is actually far from
exciting, the way that [ had to reach it, learning Japanese, was well worth the effort.
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What is new in Hutt city and New Zealand?
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Large tanks to hold water for emergency use are being installed around Lower Hutt. They are being
installed in schools. Most schools are civil defence assembly places for use if people have to leave
their homes in an emergency. The project will take three years to complete.
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Hanami at Minoh House will be on Sunday, September 19. The weekend before there will be sakura
viewing at the Hashimoto Memorial Walk in Riddiford Park. If it rains we will have less sakura viewing
and more coffee!
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Tea ceremony classes at Minoh House are full and there is a waiting list. Minoya San, who is the
director of the Japan Culture and Information Centre in Wellington, is the tea ceremony sensei.
There are also three Nihongo classes every week plus ikebana class.
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