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The Varieties

Merlot
Cabernet Sauvignon
Malbec
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Coming to Japan almost four years ago was a big step in my life. My first impressions of Japan were so
many and so colorful that I still remember the amazement mixed with confusion I felt at that time. What
worried me most at that time was the fact that I did not speak any Japanese. So, I started studying
Japanese language in Tokyo University of Foreign Studies together with 70 students from 40 different
nationalities. The educational course was quite challenging as we had to learn enough Japanese to be able
to take regular classes in a Japanese university for only one year. I had to get used to live in this small
international community (our dormitory) with representatives of so many countries. During the first month
it seemed we all experienced cultural shock. But later, united around coping with the same problems, we
became very good friends with the students from the dormitory. After six months I learned enough
Japanese to lead a simple conversation so it became easier to get to know the Japanese students as well.
Eventually [ made some Japanese friends and having fun together helped me improve my Japanese much
faster and in the same time to understand more profoundly the Japanese culture. I feel that living one year
in such an environment greatly enriched my personality. [ learned to appreciate and enjoy the cultural
diversity.

Two years ago I came to Osaka. Presently, I am a student in the Pharmaceutical Department of Osaka
University. When I came to Osaka, for the first time in my life I felt that I am completely on my own. But
now | feel very comfortable with my life here in Osaka. | made a lot of friends (including my friends from the
Hutt Club who are always very kind) that [ can count on. After I came to Japan I realized that just being
optimistic is sometimes enough for solving many problems. When I am in trouble, or just in a bad mood I
try to think positively and I tell myself that every cloud has a silver lining. That is my “problem-free
philosophy”.
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What is new in Hutt city and New Zealand?
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Several of the Hutt Valley’s best hill summits have been included in New Zealand’s first “Peak Bagging” list.
They include Colonial Knob (between Normandale and Porirua). The idea was inspired by people whose hobby
overseas is walking or climbing to the summits of hills and mountains. It is called Peak Bagging.
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Tall trees between streets and footpaths are making life miserable for some home owners in Lower Hutt. In the
winter the trees, owned by the council, stop sun from reaching their cold homes. The problem is especially bad in
Eastbourne where many street trees are native pohutukawas. They are bushy and evergreen.
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Normandale’s Christmas morning Santa Parade turned 25 on December 25.Inspired by a parade in the Palmerston
North suburb Rosemary McLennan moved to as a teenager, she brought the idea to Normandale and it began in 1984.
Santa rides in a red sleigh, which is owned by the Upper Hutt newspaper Rosemary works for and is stored in her
garage. Santa delivers presents to families by prior arrangement and his helpers on the sleigh throw sweets to people
standing at their gates as he drives past.
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